
Munahoo Neum, 

We do hope this newsletter finds you all in good health and spirits.  As we close the busy month of October, we 

would like to highlight our successful events that took place here at Big Sandy Rancheria.   

On October 15th, we held our Annual Golf tournament, and it was a huge success, and once again, hosted a SOLD-

OUT tournament at the Dragon Fly Golf Club course, located in Madera.  Tribes from across the Central Valley were 

represented and all had a wonderful time (North Fork, Tule River, Tuolumne, Picayune, Cold Springs, Tejon, Tachi 

Yokut Rancheria/Tribes). We are blessed to have built relationships with our neighboring Tribes and vendors over 

the years that help us fund our education scholarship program, elders’ programs, native youth programs and 

community enhancement projects here at BSR. On October 18th, we hosted an event at the Mono Wind Casino, Big 

Dawg Bare Knuckle Fight, and it was as successful as the first event we had in July.  We would like to thank our Big 

Sandy Rancheria and Mono Wind Casino Staff, for all their hard work and dedication to ensure the event was 

organized and provide for the safety of our patrons.  We had our very own Mark Cruz, as a fighter, he gave his all, 

and we are proud of his accomplishments and staying involved in this exciting venture. Mr. Kerry Smith has resigned 

as our General Manager at the Mono Wind Casino, as we wish him much success in his new adventure. During this 

time of the absence of General Manager, CFO, and Marketing Director, the Council has taken on these roles until 

replacements are made, as we are actively pursuing individuals for these primary officials’ positions. With all the 

prior Gaming Experience of Tribal Council, we have no problem stepping in and ensuring the gaming operation 

continues smoothly. We would like to encourage everyone to attend our General Council meeting scheduled for 

Sunday, December 14th at 10 am, to get a complete update on all the departments as we are moving with many new 

adventures. We just initiated a new “ENERGY DRINK” that is a product of Big Sandy Rancheria, with many taste tests 

of this new product “T-ZOW” is now available at the General Store.  You will be amazed how delicious this energy 

drink is and are very impressed with the artwork on the label to include the Tribes logo. We have added our energy 

drink to our Tobacco Distribution Order Form and will be shipping products to other Tribal Nations, to be sold in their 

convenience stores/casinos. Wishing you all a happy holiday season.  

Council Meeting Tribal Office Holiday Schedule 

Tribal Council General Council Date Holiday 

Wednesday, November 26,2025 Sunday, December 14, 2025 Tuesday, November 11, 2025 Veterans Day 

Wednesday, December 17, 2025  Thursday, November 27, 2025 Thanksgiving Day 

  Friday , November 28, 2025  Day After Thanksgiving  

  Wednesday, December 24, 2025 Christmas Eve 

  Thursday, December 25, 2025 Christmas Day 

REMINDER: The newsletter is available by  email, if you would like to start receiving the newsletter 
through email rather than mail, please contact the Tribal Office at 559.374.0066. 

A MESSAGE FROM TRIBAL COUNCIL 

November 2025



Second Thursday of the month at 12:00 pm 

November 13, 2025 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT LEANN ANGUIANO  
AT 559-374-0066. 

• Meetings are here for you to be informed about what is 
offered to the Tribal Elders 

• Must be a Big Sandy Rancheria Tribal Elder to attend 
• There will be lunch and raffle prizes 

BSR General Store 
6:00am-10:00pm 

 
559-825-6645 

 
37302 Rancheria Lane 

Auberry, CA 93602 

NEXT FOOD BANK 
 

Thursday, November 20, 2025 

10:00am-12:00pm 

Big Sandy Rancheria 

37387 Auberry Mission Road 

Auberry, CA 93602 

REMINDER: The newsletter is available  by  email, if you would like to start receiving the newsletter 
through email rather than mail, please contact the Tribal Office at 559.374.0066. 

Tribal Elder’s  

Monthly Meeting 



November Birthdays 

 

 

Xochitl Barajas 

Nicholas Baty 

Brianna Beecher 

Subahzai Beecher 

Marissa Calderon 

James Cogdell lll 

Jenny Cruz 

Ruben Duran 

Whalen Edd 

Carlos Espinoza 

Linda Gagne 

Kristen Guizar 

Patricia Hall 

Lorna Huerta 

Tiffany Jeff 

Nathaniel Johnson-Sias 

Randy Lewis 

 

 

 

Anthony Riley Jr 

Savannah Rodriguez 

Arrow Sample 

Mariah Sandoval 

Nancy Santillian 

Benjiman Sheddan 

Katalina Soto 

Speciahl Stevenson 

Karla Sylvas 

Alexis Telles 

Kyle Telles 

Jeannie Valles 

Alyssa Villanueva 

Tanya Walker 

Aimee Wison 

Wynonna Woods 

Neveah Woods 

 

 

 

Monica Marquez 

Maysholet Marquez 

Alexia Marquez 

Haley Martinez 

Joel Marvin 

Destiny Marvin 

Linda Minihane 

Jewels Moore 

Micheal Nephew 

Desiree Oliver 

Jamie Oliver 

Jordan Oliver 

Josephine Oliver-Tenorio 

Daniel Ortiz 

Anavey Pacheco 

Alexandra Perez 

Arleen Richards 

Reyann Riley 

 



Hello Elders 

I hope you’re all doing well. Wow!   Months are flying by, and our elders 

have been busy. On September 28  through October 3rd 2025 four elders 

attended the National Elders Conference in Oklahoma on the Choctaw 

nation it was a very informative conference, they got to meet Elders from 

all over the USA, Canada and Alaska they also got to visit the Choctaw 

Cultural center , what an amazing museum.  On October 6 was our Fresno 

Fair Senior Day outing elders enjoyed corn dogs, cinnamon rolls, visited all 

the exhibits and had an amazing day there. After we all had lunch at  El 

Pueblito Mexican restaurant. At the elders luncheon we had guest 

speakers from Crime Victim Assistant Center they passed out information 

and explained their services located in Fresno. On October 23, 2025, Our 

Elder Pearl Hutchins was honored at the 56th annual awards ceremony in 

Pechanga Casino Resort. She was honored for her dedication to teaching 

and preserving our culture. Congratulations Aunt Pearl it is a well-deserved 

honor you are always willing to share and teach without any 

compensation.  On October 24, 2025, Turtle Lodge held their annual 

community dinner where they honored 5 elders from Big Sandy 

congratulations to Brenda Harrison, Janine Vella, Darrel Telles, James 

Robertson Jr and Deborah Cunningham. On October 25, 2025, Sierra Mono 

Museum invited our tribal elders for a tour and even though I was unable 

to attend it was nice to see some of our elders still make there way over.  I 

am working on Dates for our Elders Christmas at Chukchansi we usually 

have a nice dinner and exchange gifts. The next elder luncheon is on 

November 13, 2025, at noon we will also have another guest from the 

Disability rights of California they will do a small presentation. If you have 

any questions, please contact myself Leann Anguiano 

Big Sandy Rancheria Elders 



 

Senior Day at the Big Fresno Fair  

Steve Cape, Gina Mangiarelli, Aleda Cogdell, Tammy Riley, Jane Stamp, 

Antone Riley, Janine Vella, Ruthie Beecher, Mae Berry and Roberta Perez 



Elders Luncheon 

 

James Rowland—Crime Victim Assistance Center 

Gave a presentation on what services are offered to the community, some of the 
services: are: Assault, Crimes Against the Elderly, Elderly Abuse, Domestic Violence, 

Sexual Assault and much more. For more information you can contact:   
Fresno County Plaza, 2220 Tulare Street, Suite1111  

Fresno Ca  93721 

(559) 600-2822 

Monday—Friday  

8:00—12:00 / 1:00—5:00 



Honored Elders Award—Pearl Hutchins 

 

Ms. Pearl Hutchins, a western Mono from Big Sandy Rancheria, 

has dedicated her life to preserving and sharing her community’s  

Culture. Her compassion for teaching is reflected in her 

commitment to oral history, cultural presentation, and language 

preservation. For over 30 years, Pearl has represented Big Sandy 

Rancheria and Auberry on the Central Valley Indian Health Board, 

and for more than 40 years, she’s been active with the California 

Indian Basket weavers Association, promoting Tribal artistry and 

knowledge. Pearl has served several terms on the Big Sandy Tribal 

Council and has championed health, education, and cultural 

Preservation. Pearl’s talents extend to painting, sewing, quilting, 

and cooking. She curated and displayed traditional baskets, 

medicinal plants, soaproot brushes, and foods and most 

importantly, has been integral to preserving the Mono language. 

She compiled a Mono language dictionary and is working on a 

calendar featuring her art, with translations in both English and 

Mono. Though Pearl is retired she continues to mentor other in 

basket weaving, traditional foods, native plants and our Mono 

language. CONGRATULATIONS on an award well deserved!! 



SIERRA TRIBAL CONSORTIUM—HONORING ELDERS 

 

Janine Vella, Darrel Telles, James Robertson, Brenda Harrison and Deborah Cunningham 



Fall Festival 

 







Social Services Department 
Calendar of Events for Community Resource Center and Beyond for 
November 2025 - BSR operates the Community Resource Center in 

Auberry in partnership with the Fresno American Indian Health 
Project. Below are the scheduled upcoming events. For more 

registration information about any of the events, email 
ssbsr1@bsrnation.com or sscoord@basrnation.com    

Date Time Event Location 
11-10 9:00-12:00 pm Community Crafting Auberry Community  

Resource Center 

11-14 9:00-12:00 pm Community Crafting Auberry Community  
Resource Center 

11-14 1:00-4:00 pm One on One Substance abuse Counseling Disorder Counsel-
ing available (by appointment only)  

Auberry Community  
Resource Center 

11-18 10:00-12:00 pm Elderberry Syrup Demonstration with Michelle Pipkin Big Sandy Rancheria 

11-19 9:00-3:00 pm DSS eligibility for services (CalFresh, Medi-Cal, Cash Aid, 
etc.)  

Auberry Community  
Resource Center 

11-20 10:00-12:00 pm Big Sandy Food Bank Big Sandy Rancheria 

11-25 5:30-7:00 pm Sacred Circle and Medicine Wheel Auberry Community  
Resource Center 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP) 
 
Big Sandy Rancheria hosted a meeting for the Missing and Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP) 
Taskforce on October 27th. The meeting was attended by 30 people and included representatives 
from BSR, North Fork Rancheria, Dunlap, Cold Springs, and other Tribes. Other participants included 
Fresno County Board of Supervisor member Luis Chavez, a representative from Fresno County Board 
of Supervisor member Nathan Magsig, detectives from the Fresno County Sheriff’s Office, 
representatives from Fresno State University, Fresno County Department for Social Services, Fresno 
County Department for Public Health, Indigenous Justice, and Fresno American Indian Health 
Project (FAIHP) among others.  
They were welcomed by BSR Tribal Council and the meeting began with a prayer from Audrey 
Osborne. There was discussion of the preventative work around MMIP as well as finding justice for 
past victims. BSR’s grant will include working with the Marjaree Mason Center with a dedicated case 
manager for Native American cases, training and prevention programs around Human trafficking 
from the Central Valley Against Human Trafficking Program and partnering with the Sheriff’s Office 
to build greater understanding, awareness, and responsiveness to the issue.  





















Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1CLOSED     1 

2 3 
Beading Class 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

4 
Pickling  Pickles 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

5 
Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

6 
Family Game Night 

6:00pm-8:00pm 
 
 

7 
TULE RIVER  

DISTRIBUTION 
10:30-12:00PM 

Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

 
 

8 

9 
 

 
 
 

10 
Beading Class 

6:00pm-8:00pm 
 

DEAD LINE  
TOYS  FOR TOTS 

LL OFFICES 
CLOSED 

11 
 

VETERANS DAY 
 
 
 
 

ALL OFFICES  
CLOSED 

12 
Family Literacy 

Book Read 
4:00pm 

Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

13 
ELDERS 

LUNCHEON 
12:00pm-1:00pm 

Family Game Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

14 
Produce Box 

Giveaway 
1:00-3:00pm 

Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Beading Class 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

18 
Elderberry 

Demonstration  
10:00am-12:00pm 

Family Literacy 
Book Read 

EHS—11:00am 
HS—11:30am 

Pickling  Pickles 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

19 
Mattress  

Collection 
8:30am-4:30pm 

Pop up Event 
9:00am-3:00pm 
Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

20 
Youth Advisory 

Council 
4:00pm 

Flu Vaccination 
10:00 am-12:00pm 

FOOD BANK 
10:00AM-12:00PM 

5:00pm-7:00pm 

21 
HERITAGE 

DINNER 
5:00-7:00PM 

Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

 
 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
Beading Class 

6:00pm-8:00pm 
 
 
 

25 
Pickling  Pickles 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

26 
TRIBAL 

COUNCIL 
MEETING 
10:00AM 

Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

27 
 
 

 
THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 

ALL OFFICES  
CLOSED 

28 
 
 

DAY AFTER 
THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 

ALL OFFICES 
CLOSED 

29 

30       

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
Gingerbread 

House Making 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

 
 

2 
Beaded 

Ornaments 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

3 
Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

4 
Winter Craft 

Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

5 
Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

6 
 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
Gingerbread 

House Making 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

9 
Beaded 

Ornaments 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

10 
Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

11 
Flu Vaccination 

10:00am-12:00pm 
ELDERS 

LUNCHEON 
12:00PM 

Winter Craft 
Night 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

12 
Produce Box  

Giveaway 
1:00pm-3:00PM 

KIDS BINGO 
6:00PM 

13 
 
 
 

ADULT BINGO 
6:00PM 

14 
 

 
 

GENERAL  
COUNCIL  
MEETING 
10:00AM 

 

15 
Gingerbread 

House Making 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 

16 
Beaded 

Ornaments 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

17 
Mattress 

Collection 
8:30am-4:30pm 

TRIBAL 
COUNCIL 
MEETING 
10:00AM 

Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

18 
FOOD BANK 

10:00AM-12:00PM 
Winter Craft 

Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

19 
 
 

WINTER 
GATHERING 
5:00-7:00PM 

 
 

20 
 
 

 
 

21 22 
Gingerbread 

House Making 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

 

23 
Beaded 

Ornaments 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

24 
 
 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

 
 
 
 

ALL OFFICES  
CLOSED 

25 
 
 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

 
 
 
 

ALL OFFICES 
CLOSED 

26 
Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Gingerbread 

House Making 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

30 
Beaded 

Ornaments 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

31 
Basketball Night 
6:00pm-8:00pm 

 
 

   

 



**Transportation is for Elders only until further notice** 
 We apologize for the inconvenience. 

 
BSR CAP Depar tment:  

Brandi Kelley @ (559)374-0066 ext. 206  
You can also stop by the gym in the CAP OFFICE  

 
YOUR APPOINTMENT MUST BE MADE AND VERIFIED WITH THE CAP DEPARTMENT BEFORE YOUR SPOT 

CAN BE RESERVED FOR THE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES. SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS ONLY WITH 
BRANDI KELLEY 24 HOURS PRIOR FOR LOCAL TRANSPORTS AND 1 WEEK IN ADVANCE FOR FRESNO 

TRANSPORTS. 
 

 The transporter will wait 15 minutes after your scheduled departure.  If you do not 
arrive on time, your appointment will be canceled and can be rescheduled with Brandi 

Kelley only. There are new rules for the transportation services, please call the 
transporter for a copy of revised rules. Transportation services are for Big Sandy 

Rancheria Tribal Members.  
 The transporter cannot transport kids to school that have missed the bus. All CVIH 

appointments are to be scheduled with CVIH transporter.  If the CVIH transporter is 
unable to transport you, they will need to reschedule your appointment. This applies to 

all medical, dental, nutrition & referral appointments. 
 

Big Sandy Rancheria  

37387 Auberry Mission Rd 

P.O. Box 337 

Auberry, CA 93602 

Big Sandy Rancheria Transportation Services 


